Two Ways of Participating in MERLOT:
Member of the MERLOT Digital Library and Member of the MERLOT Online Community Conversations
Here are the steps to follow to register yourself as a member of the MERLOT Digital Library (it's free and easy). By registering as a member of the MERLOT Digital Library, you will be able to contribute materials, comments, and assignments, create personal collections, become a guest expert in the Virtual Speakers Bureau, and much more.

MERLOT also has a separate online community website, “MERLOT VOICES” (http://voices.merlot.org) where people engage in online discussions, blogging, sharing documents, and generally engaging in the social learning and teaching that is so important for education.   It’s also free and easy to join. 
BECOMING A MEMBER OF THE MERLOT DIGITAL LIBRARY

STEP 1: Go to http://www.merlot.org/merlot/join.htm 

STEP 2: Complete the simple form to register as a member of MERLOT (It’s FREE and you can edit it whenever you want – including deleting your membership). It should take 3-5 minutes.

Now that you are a MERLOT member, you have your own personal website. Click on “My Profile” tab at www.merlot.org and you can view your personal website. The "My Profile Tab" is on the horizonal navigation bar on toward the top of the home page of MERLOT, second tab from the right side of the page.

STEP 3: Edit your Member Profile webpage in MERLOT and added a variety of information about your interest areas, professional background, etc. Click on “My Profile” tab at www.merlot.org and Click on “EDIT” for each section that you’d like to add or revise information about you.

STEP 4: About ½ way down your Member Profile webpage, CLICK on the “EDIT” for the “Associations” and add the association name:" Lucknow University Faculty Innovation Team". Complete the rest of the form and CLICK on “ADD”. We are "tagging" ourselves so it will be easy for us to find each other in MERLOT.

STEP 5: You are now ready to become a contributing member of the MERLOT Community.

STEP 6: HAVE FUN!!!!
BECOMING A MEMBER OF MERLOT VOICES:
ONLINE COMMUNITY/SOCIAL NETWORKING FOR EDUCATORS

STEP 1: Go to http://voices.merlot.org/main/authorization/signUp? or http://voices.merlot.org and click on the SIGN UP (it’s on the right-hand side in the middle of the page)

STEP 2: Complete the simple form to register as a member of MERLOT (It’s FREE and you can edit it whenever you want – including deleting your membership). It should take 1 minute.

STEP 3: Click on “Community Conversations” – it’s the 6th tab from the left. (http://voices.merlot.org/groups) and you can type in Lucknow into the search box on the left hand side of the page (you may need to scroll down just a bit).

STEP 4: Click on the “Innovations in Science Education at Lucknow University”, and click on the text right below the Community Conversations Tab: + Join Innovations in Science Education at Lucknow University.   Then you’ll get a message toward the top of the page:
“Welcome to Innovations in Science Education at Lucknow University Users
You've successfully joined Innovations in Science Education at Lucknow University Users! You'll receive email updates about new activity in this group. To stop receiving email updates, click the 'Stop Following' link.”
STEP 5: Go back to Community Conversations, find the “Lucknow University Faculty Innovation Team"and 

· click on the “Lucknow University Faculty Innovation Team”
· click on the text right below the Community Conversations Tab: + Join Lucknow University Faculty Innovation Team. 
· You’ll get a message toward the top of the page:

“Members must be approved

Lucknow University Faculty Innovation Team is accepting new members. If you would like to join, click here to request access from the Group Creator.”  

· Simply click on the “request access” link and then you’ll be added into the closed community.


STEP 6: HAVE FUN!!!!
